THE 
GEORGIA HISTORICAL 
QUARTERLY 


PUBLISHED THE 


GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 


VOLUME THREE 


Printed for the Soeiety 
BRAID HUTTON, INC., 
Savannah, Georgia 


ONE DOLLAR NUMBER THREE DOLLARS YBAR 


q 


. 
‘ 


INDEX 189 

Page Page 


Alexander Family 


Ammen, Daniel 
Anderson, Arthur 
Ashmore, -29, 30, 33, 
Atlanta, Confederate States 


Atlantic Coast Line 
“Attorney’s Test Oath 


100-130 
157 
Bagwith, Christopher 153 
Baldwin, Abraham 169-173 
172 
Beaufort, vessel 
3-10 
Bethesda Orphan Home-154 seq 
158 
Bolzius, Jno. 162, 164 
Bon Homme Richard, 
Bowles, Mrs. Thos. 
Browwnesville 
Bulloch, Archibald 132, 166 
Burton, Theodore 


Champion 


Charleston, steamboat 
Chattahoochee 
Clermont, steamboat 49, 
Cochrane, Col. 152 
177 
Colquitt, Peyton 8,9 
Columbia, frigate 
Columbus, Ga., and Gen’l 

3-10 
Congress, frigate 25, 
Cooper, 178-179 
Cotton Gins, first 146 
Couper, Jas. seq 
Creek Confederation 
Crookshanks, 144 
Curacoa, steamer 
Dahlgren, Admiral 22, 
19, 
157 
Delamotte, Chas. 153 
133 
DuBois, Capt. seq 


— 
ead > 
- 


190 INDEX 

Page Page 
DuPont, Admiral Harden, Wm., Editor and 


Editor’s Notes 96, 147, 
Elizabeth, Queen 
Ellis, Charles 


Ellis, 
Judge John, Decision 
Farrar, Canon 184, 
Foster, 
49, 
Georgia, Confederate States 
Georgia Historical 
28-34, 147, 185 
Gilbert, Sir 175 
article 
33, 
Gordon, Mrs. Wm. 
Great Western, ship 
Griffiths, Jno. 
Groves, Chas. 28, 30, 33, 
Guerry, Dupont 30, 
Gwinnett, Button 131, 133 
Habersham, James 151-168 
Habersham, Joseph 50, 
Hammersley, Lewis 


20, 34, 175, 181, 
Harley 


Hatch, Gen’l Jno. 
Herman, steamship 
Heron, Col. 177 

Houstoun, Sir 138 
Houstoun, 138 
140 
Houstoun, Sir 138 
Hubbard 64, 79, 80, 
15, 
Hunter, Wm. seq 
Hutchinson, Robert seq 
Independence, vessel 


Independent Presbyterian 
Church, Savannah, Ga._38-41, 


Irving, Washington 178 
Jackson, James 173, 174-176 
John Randolph, 
166 
134 
Kennington, Wm. 


| 


Lafayette, Marquis 
Lamar, Gazaway seq 
Lamar, Miss Rebecca (Mrs. 
Hugh McLeod), article 
Law, Wm., case 


100-130 
Lawton, Alexander 
185 
Lawton, Alexander 
28, 30, 32, 
Lawton, Alexander Rudolf, 
45-60, 
Livermore, Samuel 
Lowell, Jas. 185 
McAllister, Matthew 145 


John .......... 135-145 
McIntosh, 


Mackall, 28, 30, 
Mackay, 152 
Mackay, Mrs. seq 
Wm. 
McLaws, Lafayette 14, 
McLeod, Mrs. 
McRae, Farquhar 64, 83, 


Massachusetts Hist’l 


170 
170 
146 
161 


Minis, 29, 33, 
Minis, Philip 138 


INDEX 


Minor, midshipman 
Mitchell, 


21 
Noyes, Mrs. 06, 
Ocmulgee River 
Oconee, Confederate States 
Oglethorpe, James 
154 seq, 177, 180 
O’Hara, 139 


Oscoochees, 
Ossabaw Sound, 


Parker, 


Parsons, Capt. 65, 

Phoenix, steamboat 


Pulaski, steamer, loss 
Queries and 146, 
Raleigh, Sir 184, 
Resolute, Confederate States 
steamer 


13 
Robinnson, Pickering 165 
Rochester, 


Ernest E., address 


Rogers, Capt. 
35, 37, 49-60, 

Rogers, Stevens -47, 


Rose Hill 


d 
‘ 


192 INDEX 
Page Page 

Royal William, Telfair Academy Arts 
Saint Margaret’s Church, 

179-185 Thornton, Lieut. 
Savannah 1810, -45-60 Thronateeska River 


Savannah, Confederate States 


Savannah, Steamship 

35-37, 38, 
Savannah Theatre 
Scarbrough, Wm. seq, 
Seabrook, 
19, 
Shippen, Med. 
180 
Smith, 179 seq 
seq 


Stapleton, James 
Steedman, Chas. 


140, 162 
Stephenson, George 
Stevens, Wm. Bacon, article 

Stewart, Miss 140 
Stewart, Wm. 64, 74, 
140 
Tappan, 


Tattnall, Commodore 


Trassier 


University 


Urquhart, Dr. Jno. 
Wagner, Mrs. 
Walker, Robert D............ 
Washington, steamship 
steamer, capture 
Watkins, 
Wayne, Henry 38-41 
Welles, Gideon 16, 


Wesley, Jno. and 
Wetumpkees 


White, Rev. George 
Whitefield, Geo. 152 seq 


Williamson, 
Wilson, 
Wilson, Mrs. Walter 
Winslow, Francis 
Winthrop, Robt. 185 
161 


19 
Twiggs, 
Twiggs, 


THE 
GEORGIA HISTORICAL 
QUARTERLY 


PUBLISHED THE 


GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 


VOL. MARCH, 1919 


Printed for the Society 
BRAID HUTTON, INC., 
Savannah, Georgia 


ONE DOLLAR NUMBER THREE DOLLARS YEAR 


4 


Georgia Historical Quarterly 


Volume MARCH, 1919 


Number 


Columbus, Ga., and General Henry Benning 


HENRY GOETCHIUS 


The following article was written for the Columbus Eve- 
ning Ledger, but with the kind consent the author, are 
permitted use here, feeling assured that will prove 
interest our readers account the historical facts con- 
tained 


War telegrams, memorial days and patriotic women are 
not the only reminders martial days “then and now.” There 
are other reminders when war news coming and our streets 
are full soldiers and want this afternoon tell your 
readers whom not know something about the war notes 
sounding Columbus before and 1861. 


Before doing this may tell something about the origin 
this old town and briefly the part she took other wars. 

Columbus one the most historic places America. 
This not generally known, but fact. Long before 1827 
and long before 1733, when Yamacraw Bluff was settled 
General Columbus was right here the Chatta- 
hoochee river the foot its Coweta falls, and was the most 
important Indian town all this country between the Missis- 
sippi river and the Atlantic ocean. How long had been 
regarded the Southern states one knows, but Ogle- 
thorpe and his handful followers found that way 1739, 
when white men, for the first time, far anybody knows, 
saw it. This was only six years after Oglethorpe landed 
Savannah (Yamacraw Bluff). found here, where Colum- 
bus now is, the famous and very important place known 
Cowetah—afterwards Coweta Town—and changed name 
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the whites legislative act Columbus. well 
known that all this territory was the country the Upper and 
Lower Creeks, the great Indian nation known the Muskho- 
gees, Creek Confederation. have today, for our county 
and social club, this very name spelled Muscogee. Above the 
34th line were the Cherokees, powerful tribe the upland 
and mountain country Georgia and Tennessee. They co- 
operated with the Creeks general political and war matters. 
The Creek Confederation was made smaller tribes. 
could not now give all them, but there were among them, 
the Hitchcittees (now creek Chattahoochee county) the 
Uchees (now creek Alabama); the Coosas (now the 
Coosa river) the Apalachee (now bay just below us) the 
Seminoles Florida; the Wetumpkes (now Wetumpka) and 
on. But especially there was tribe called the Cussetahs, 
from which comes our Cusseta Chattahoochee county, and 
the Oscoochees from which tribe was Indian town called 
Oscayoochee and now our Oswitchee (or Oswichee). 
nine miles southwest Columbus. Indian days this place 
was surrounded and had magnificent woods and splendid 
trees. Just here Oglethorpe came 1739 and met under these 
trees the Indian chiefs and settled treaty which bound the 
Georgia colony and England her parent and the Great Creek 
Confederation. That treaty kept the Spaniards Florida 
from getting the Indians their side, and eventually saved 
England and America all the country south the 
Potomac river and east the Mississippi. was that 
this section this Coweta Town, existing long prior and 
through the Revolutionary war and down 1827. Let 
remember that Georgia then was actually only little strip 
land between the Savannah and Oconee rivers extending 
the headwaters. The English charter granted land west 
the South but Georgia colony, could not “occupy” 
the Indians held the land. took grants and treaties for 
the white man get it. got his first grant confirmed which 
was occupying between the two above named rivers. Then 
treaty and purchase got the land between the Oconee 
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and the Ocmulgee rivers; then between that and the Flint 
river (Thronateeska Indian) and lastly between tne 
and the Chattahoochee. This last was long after the Revo- 
lutionary war and long after the end Georgia colony. 
state, Georgia agreed with the United States Government 
let her part the great war debt exchange for all 
her land west the Chattahoochee. The took 
and made Alabama and Mississippi out it, executing treaties 
with the Indians which they gave all their land these 
states and went Indian Territory. That the reason all 
residents these two states trace their land titles back 
Indian grants. Georgia owned her land; cut into forty 200 
and 250 acre lots, and had big lottery schemes start her titles. 
laying off her lots she reserved strip over here where 
Coweta Town stood and called the Coweta Reserve, and cut 
into ten and twenty acre lots. Coweta Town stood along its 
western edge and the river being about half way between 
the 32d and 33d parallel latitude. 1827 the General 
Assembly authorized five commissioners lay out not less 
than five hundred half-acre building lots Coweta Town and 
give ita name. The commissioners did this and called Co- 
lumbus. 1828 the General Assembly incorporated the town 
under this act and the people elected intendant (mayor) and 
six commissioners (aldermen). Columbus then started out 
its history. would intensely interesting recount this 
history, social, religious, political, civil and military. began, 
expecting tell something about the last and especially the 
sixties, contrasted with what see and about here now. 
find, however, that has been necessary write about the 
“founding the city” (ab urbe condita). 


have written about the origin Columbus. Let read 
now few lines about her military history. pertinent 
just this time. have training camp and because this 
present war our streets are filled with khaki boys. Everybody 
doing what can help our side. Columbus always 
did that. 


t 


man recently said this about Columbus: “You have 
fine set people down here and have found after half 
century observation that they always make good. there 
are any black berries about, Columbus seems claim she has 
the largest and most juicy; with apples. She always has the 
largest and reddest. group women are together, 
Columbus claims she has the handsomest and best the lot; 
she always thinks she just little bit ahead any community 
with which she may contrasted.” And said he, believe 
she has right say this coming did from 
life-long resident Atlanta! knew Columbus and her 
people, however, for had visited here from the beginning 
his long life. 

has been with Columbus about her soldiers and her 
interest the welfare her section and her country. 

When she was laid out 1827, the town proper was 
bounded the south and west the river, the north 
what now Sixteenth street, and the east what now 
Sixth avenue. The land north Seventeenth street and east 
Tenth avenue was commons. was made into lots and 
tracts 1873. 1887 Rose Hill was annexed and later 
East Highlands. Wynnton has always been suburb and 
has Girard and Phoenix City. Many people think Girard 
older than Columbus. matter fact was not laid out 
until 1834. All lands across the river were Indian lands 
before stated. Phoenix City, first Browneville, was not known 
till after the Civil war. Now, including the Alabama suburb, 
Columbus has population about forty thousand. first 
she was but Indian trading town. 1860 there were only 
about eight thousand people within her limits and not over 
two thousand her suburbs, including Alabama. 

those early days her existence all her male population 
could shoot and were prepared so. Just now, the men 
felt that some organization this line should had, and 
the very first, what was called the “Frontier Guards” came 
into life. 1831, however, they disbanded and September 
that year there was organized the “Columbus Volunteers” 
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with Rutherford, captain: Notwithstanding the treaties 
there were Indian rtoubles constantly arising, for the whole 
country was filled with Indians. 

The Columbus Guards were organized with Dr. John 
Urquhart captain, sometime prior 1835, but May 
that year they received their commission and have been ex- 
istence this day. They are now France. They fought the 
Indians, when necessary, from the very first and were ready 
protect Columbus, together with the help all other males 
that dreadful time. 1836 matters with the Indians were 
unsettled that Columbus also organized the Cadet Rifles and 
Muscogee Blues. This was the year the war with the 
Seminole Indians Florida. Many men volunteered from 
Columbus and fought that war. The maternal grandfather 
the writer was one these and carried bullet his 
death from wound that war. gave son the 
Mexican war, three sons and two grandsons the Civil war, 
and two his great grandsons are fighting France. Federal 
and state troops rendezvoused for these troubles 1836. 
Forty-four Georgia companies were Columbus the call 
General Winfield Scott. Among them from Columbus were 
the Columbus Guards, the Muscogee Drafted; the Muscogee 
Cadet Riflemen and the Muscogee Artillery. 

These were strenuous and exciting days. The Indians 
had threatened massacre the inhabitants here. All the male 
population and military men assembled the Baptist Church 
yard. All the women were put within the brick wall fence 
the old Oglethorpe building. For long time they went there 
every night. The wall extended from First Second avenue 
and along there and Twelfth street. First avenue was Ogle- 
thorpe street, Second was Jackson street and Twelfth was 
Randolph street. The last vestige that wall came down 
short while ago when the store Brannon Carson was 
located. Paddy Carr, friendly half-breed Indian, saved the 
town the night the intended massacre. You can doubtless 
read all about him the Public Library. cannot undertake 
give the list and history all the military companies 
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those and subsequent days, which were Columbus. There 
were numbers them. 1846 came the war with Mexico. 
The South took large share this important event which 
finally resulted fixing the southwestern line for the United 
States, and ended many other difficulties. Columbus sent her 
crack company, the Columbus Guards, and many volunteers. 
regiment troops rendezvoused here under Col. Henry 
Jackson, marched Chehaw Alabama and entrained for 
Mexico. was this year the City Light Guards organized. 
Its first captain was gallant young attorney, Cooper, 
who afterwards fell the Civil war. His descendants are 
here today. This was noble company and was strong rival 
the famous Columbus Guards. earliest recollection, 
boy, was seeing these two companies marching Broad 
street one summer afternoon. was just before the Civil 
war. those days there were paved streets and central 
parkway transfer station. can see them now. The 
Columbus Guards were the west side. The City Light 
Guards were the east side. The drum corps was the 
center. Captain Paul Semmes commanded the Columbus 
Guards and Peyton Colquitt the City Lights. Both com- 
panies were full dress. The Columbus Guards had red 
cut-away coats with white fronts and white trousers (this for 
summer). The City Lights had blue cut-away coats and 
buff fronts and blue trousers with buff stripe. There was 
abundance brass buttons and epaulets and shako hats and 
plumes. the two bass drums were Peter Votie and 
Lymus Jones, and the fifes were Tom Rhodes and Tom 
Hicks and the kettle drums were handled Peter Harris and 
Henry Harris. All these were colored except the last named. 
Henry Harris fought through the war with his company and 
buried Linnwood. saw all this about where Kirven’s 
store now stands. These companies marched platoon for- 
mation and moved one. They were magnificently drilled. 
When war broke out they went once the front. saw 
them march out Randolph (Twelfth street) the plank road 
then there and board the train just beyond where Golden’s 
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Foundry now is. had Terminal station then. Few 
them came back. Captain Semmes was made colonel the 
Second Georgia Regiment and afterwards brigadier general 
Semmes’ brigade. fell Gettysburg and buried 
Linnwood. Captain Colquitt was made colonel the 46th 
Georgia Regiment. was commanding brigade Chica- 
mauga when fell. His commission brigadier general had 
then been issued, but not received his death. too, 
buried Linnwood. There was one other brave man from 
Columbus, who stood “Old Rock” the Civil war, who 
was brigade commander. 

This was General Henry Benning, after whom the 
Columbus people ask that our camp named. may 
well just here say that General Benning, the time died 
July, 1875, was one the most widely known and highly 
esteemed men Georgia. was great lawyer, judge, 
soldier and patriot. member the Supreme Court 
Georgia, before the Civil War, ranked with the highest. 
When war came the sixties was one the first out. 
raised his own regiment, the 17th, and was its colonel. 
was soon promoted the office brigade commander, and 
was attached Longstreet’s bloody corps. cannot here 
into his-military record. was one the bravest the 
brave. escaped death, but not wounds. fought through 
every important battle the Army Northern Virginia, 
and came last home help rebuild the fallen fortunes 
his country. One the last signatures the Secretary 
War the Confederacy was placed the commission 
Henry Benning major general. 

the War Department sees proper note the suggestion 
the people this historic and patriotic city and name their 
military camp after General Benning, such step will 
another recognition what all our people Georgia know, 
and that that Benning, both war and peace, was one 
our greatest men. 

All the above were not the only men companies whe 
went out those days. There were hundreds other brave, 
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noble soldiers, many never come back. Everything was war 
the sixties and for years afterwards. Besides the two above 
companies, this city and vicinity 1861 sent the following: 
The Southern Guards, Home Guards, Georgia Grays, Con- 
federate States Sentinels, Independent Light Infantry, Mus- 
cogee Rifles, Jackson Avengers, Ivey Guards, Semmes Guards, 
Georgia Light Infantry, Terrell Artillery, Columbus Minute 
Men and Columbus Flying Artillery. There may have been 
others not now recalled. 


The next real sign war, after all these companies went 
forth with fife and drum and brass bands and uniforms and 
other full equipment, did not come force till that fateful 
April, 1865. Then General James Wilson, with his ten 
thousand detached Sherman and sent southwest sweep 
through Alabama and Georgia, came upon us, destroyed the 
city and $67,000,000 worth cotton and other property and 
went his way halt before got Macon because the war 
was ended. The pity all was that neither they nor our 
side knew when they destroyed Columbus that hostilities had 
ceased. Space forbids going into the military history Colum- 
bus reconstruction days. would long story, and 
all sad story. Let pass. Not till 1898, when were 
war with Spain did have soldiers. Then had 
brigade and the streets, then now, were full “our men.” 
Columbus sent her full complement fight this war. And 
now have “our men” again. May they come, always 
this patriotic old town! have been asked some (only 
few, thank God), why revive such memories? answer 
because memory the root all the powers man. Civili- 
zation memory. Honor memory. Religion memory. 
Blot out memory and nothing left us. has been well said 
that all the beauty and profit our future grow out the 
past flowers and fruit grow out the ground. Only 
looking back can forward. 
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‘The Capture the Steamer “Water Witch” 
Ossabaw Sound, Ga., June 2-3, 1864 


THE EDITOR 


the latter part May, 1864, expedition was planned 
and suggested the Confederate authorities the head 
the forces defending the City Savannah and the neighboring 
territory which, for boldness its design and the completeness 
its arrangement, insuring its success, has seldom been sur- 
passed and not frequently equalled. While true that many 
like performances have been proposed, they have not often 
been adopted, because lack faith their success. The 
incident referred was remarkable for the secrecy with 
which was designed and carried out, well the absolute 
obedience orders their most minute detail the part 
every one whom the confidence the leader was imposed. 
The event which allude the seizing the United States 
blockading steamer “Water Witch” Ossabaw Sound, Geor- 
gia, beginning late the night the second June, 1864, 
and ending successfully the early morning the third. 
true that the expedition was successful the accomplish- 
ment the object aimed its leader, Lieutenant Com- 
mander Thomas Pelot, but was the cost the life 
that gallant and brave officer. Let get some facts 
the life the man and see how obtained his experience 
the duties naval officer. 


Born South Carolina, and appointed from that state 
the old United States Navy, young Pelot resigned the 
eleventh January, 1861, take part the impending con- 
flict between the states, choosing rather serve his beloved 
Southland than fight against her interests, even though the 
prospects for rapid promotion the latter cause seemed cer- 
tain. was commissioned first lieutenant the Con- 
federate States Navy March 26, 1861, and another commission 
first lieutenant was given him, dated October 23, 1862, 
rank from the second that month. 


4 
f 


THE GEORGIA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 


the nineteenth May, 1862, Mr. Mallory, Secretary 
the Navy the Confederate States, issued order 
Flag Officer Josiah Tattnall, then commanding the naval de- 
fenses Richmond and vicinity, proceed Savannah, Ga., 
and resume the command the naval defenses the State 
Georgia, and the sixteenth September, the same year, 
Commodore Tattnall, order from the Secretary the Navy, 
instructed Lieutenant-Commanding Thomas Pelot take 
command the Confederate steamer Savannah. less than 
month from the latter date, that say October gth, 
Lieutenant Pelot was ordered the Commodore “proceed 
with the steamer Savannah, under your command, the an- 
chorage between Forts Jackson and Cheves, and ready 
all times man the naval battery (Fort Cheves) with the 
crew the Savannah”. Then, the third November, 
the lieutenant, while duty off Fort Jackson, was served 
with the commodore’s command “sweep the place the 
river where the fire rafts were placed with your small boats 
until you recover the anchors and chains which were used 
moor those War Records, Series vol. 13, 
pp. 806, 807, 812, 815). 

About six months after the last mentioned order, the 
twenty-first May, 1863, Lieutenant Pelot was command 
another steamer, shown order from Webb, 
river,” “proceed city with the steamer Oconee and make 
all dispatch repairing the smokestack. You will also render 
all assistance Lieutenant (C. Lucian) Jones fitting out 
the Savannah.” Just week after Commander Webb 
ordered Lieutenant Pelot place coal with dispatch board 
the Oconee and Saturday next you will proceed with the 
Oconee the obstructions and report me.” (Naval War 
Records, series vol. 14, pp. 698-703.) 

Nearly three weeks later, the eighth June, 
Webb, then “Commanding Naval Squadron 
off Thunderbolt,” reported Secretary Mallory that Commo- 
dore Tattnall had shown him dispatch from the Secretary 
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the Navy, relating the plan using the steamer Oconee 
for important service the government, and that (Webb) 
had that day transferred her, with the two engineers, his 
(Tattnall’s) command. (Naval War Records, Series vol. 
14, 709.) 

The next day Commander Webb issued order Lieu- 
tenant Pelot, Navy, commanding the Oconee, off 
Thunderbolt, proceed Savannah and “Report Flag 
Officer Tattnall, and inform him that you are ordered turn 
over him the steamer Oconee and the officers and crew, with 
the exception yourself and Assistant Surgeon (Theodosius 
B.) Ford and Midshipman (Wm. D.) Goode, and the men and 
boys who remain after the crew the Savannah are selected. 
After you have delivered the officers and crew the steamer 
Commodore Tattnall, you will return with the remainder 
and take charge the steamer Resolute lying off Thunderbolt.” 
(Naval War Records, Series vol. 14, pp. 709-710.) 

next find Lieutenant Pelot mentioned commanding 
vessel peculiar construction, built Savannah with the ex- 
pectation that she would most formidable war machine, 
almost indestructible, and capable doing great damage 
war vessels the enemy. The mistake her construction 
pointed out the report which will now quoted. 
the thirtieth June, 1863, Commodore William Wallace 
Hunter was flag officer Savannah, and his flagship was the 
steamer Savannah, from which that day reported the 
Secretary the Navy regarding the several vessels assigned 
his command, from which this paragiaph taken: 
Georgia, ironclad floating battery (nine guns), Lieutenant- 
Commanding Pelot, contributes the chief naval defense 
the obstructions below the city, and moored near them. 
Her steam power scarcely adequate propel her the 
slowest rate. Her battery serviceable condition, and the 
crew well drilled her battery, and are good discipline.” 
Two days after this Commodore Hunter, reporting 
tary Mallory, mentioned the fact that Pelot was young 
lieutenant, and suggested that “may more appropriately 
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placed elsewhere.” (Naval War Records, Series vol. 14, 
pp. 714,717.) His further work will now engage our attention. 

the closing days the month May, 1864, was 
whispered among circle officers and men, certain 
degree touch with the heads the army and navy duty 
Savannah, that preparations were progress looking 
attack night, the near future, the vessels com- 
posing the blockading squadron the coast. this small num- 
ber persons not actually the consulting body were few 
members the Signal Corps who, reason the knowledge 
gained through the transmission their hands telegrams, 
both flag signals and telegraph, had information which 
they were forbidden mention. Among them was the present 
writer, who just then was one the two telegraph operators, 
from the Signal Corps, duty the headquarters General 
Lafayette McLaws, Oglethorpe Barracks, where the DeSoto 
hotel now stands. The other operator was Mr. Henry 
Stoddard. was pretty well fixed the minds those who 
could any way communicate with each other the subject, 
that the time for action the part those selected for the 
service was actually hand the last day the month, and 
the feeling anxiety was intense. Who suggested the plan 
not known; but quite positive that Lieut. Pelot was, 
from the first, designated the leader the attacking party. 
that time Commodore William Wallace Hunter had assumed 
command the small navy the Confederacy the vicinity 
Savannah, and organized the expedition, placing Lieu- 
tenant Joseph Price second charge under Pelot. There were 
seven boats, manned fifteen officers and one hundred and 
seventeen men. 

that period the Confederate iron-clad Georgia was 
moored the river near Fort Jackson. She was vessel 
built with money contributed the ladies Savannah, in- 
tended ram, and covered with railroad iron. Her builder 
was Henry Willink, Jr., experienced ship-builder 
Savannah, and she was formidable engine war the form 
stationary battery; but unfortunately, already shown, 
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she was heavy that the engines placed her could not give 
her the power move through the water except very 
slow rate. Because the manner through which she was 
constructed she was first known Ladies’ 
but her name was changed Georgia. The point from which 
the expedition was start was the mooring the Georgia, 
and the time starting the afternoon the 31st May. 
The boats were towed the Isle Hope battery, whence 
they rowed the battery Beaulieu, where they remained 
that night. 

was probably not known the beginning just which one 
the vessels composing the blockading squadron would 
attacked, but scouts sent out reported that one them was 
anchor Little Ogeechee river, close under Racoon Key, 
and she was selected for the fight. She proved the Water 
Witch. Before proceed with account the attack, let 
learn something the history this boat. 

The date her building not known this writer, and 
the first time any service she performed, far can 
ascertain, was, according Thomas Scharf, his “History 
the Confederate States Navy”, page 645, where mentions 
her fine side-wheel steamer, favorite ship the navy, 
mounting four guns, adding that she was used the Paraguay 
War 1855. Scharf also makes note the fact that the 
service the Water Witch blockade runner was enhanced 
her “speed and handiness”. Commander Mahan, the 
writer small volume series books “The Navy 
the Civil War”, said volume bearing the title Gulf and 
Inland Waters”, after mentioning the fact that the Water 
Witch, before her transfer the Georgia coast, was stationed 
the Mississippi district, described her small side-wheel 
steamer under four hundred tons, with three light guns, 
then commanded Lieutenant Francis Winslow”. 
the “Naval War Records”, series vol. 17, pp. 14-16, find 
reports showing that she was, from December 27, 1861, 
service Mobile Bay, when she was commanded Lieu- 
tenant-Commanding Hughes and the same volume, page 
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34, shows that the last day that month she was duty 
still the Mississippi Sound. Again, the same volume, 
page 183, report from Lieutenant Hughes, dated “at sea”, 
March 1862, addressed Secretary the Navy, Gideon 
Welles, stated that, with the Water Witch had captured, 
the 5th instant, off St. Andrew’s Bay, the schooner William 
Mallory, prize. find, the same volume, page 200, 
report from Flag-officer Wm. McKean, commanding 
Eastern Gulf Squadron, Secretary Welles that had dis- 
patched the Water Witch Philadelphia, “with instructions 
Lieutenant-Commanding Hughes report the Secretary 
the Navy immediately”. 

The next item, taken from volume 13, little more 
definite. page 355 information given that the 
October, 1862, Commander Charles Steedman, then stationed 
the St. John’s river, reported Rear Admiral DuPont that 
the Water Witch and two other boats had been sent the 
river “to feel the batteries St. John’s Bluff, the enemy hav- 
ing been busily engaged several days some work and 
around the old battery”. The report showed that “the enemy” 
promptly responded the firing the boats “with great 
accuracy the and shortly after “had the result 
hoisted”, and the vessels returned out the range the 
enemy. More than three months afterward, January 24, 1863, 
Rear Admiral DuPont reported from Port Royal, South Caro- 
lina, Secretary Welles that “The steamer Water Witch met 
serious accident whereby her upper cylinder head has 
been rendered useless”. (Naval War Records, series vol. 
13, then, the 8th February, Austin Pendergrast, 
who had been placed command the steamer, wrote from 
New York harbor the Secretary the Navy follows: 
obedience order from Rear Admiral DuPont, 
have the honor report the arrival the Water 
Witch this port”. (Same vol., 649.) took some time 
make the necessary repairs, and was not until the 14th 
June that Admiral DuPont, Port Royal, informed the Secre- 
tary the Navy, Washington, “the arrival here the 
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Water Witch, Lieutenant-Commander Pender- 

now come the point where the steam vessel whose 
name has frequently been mentioned reached the locality 
the scene which the foregoing statements are but the 
introduction, and where her operations instrument 
warfare ended with her capture and with disaster her crew. 
number attacks had been made the monitors and other 
vessels the blockading fleet Fort McAllister, Beaulieu 
Battery, and other points occupied the Confederates; and 
was decided headquarters Savannah that attack 
should made the squadron, with the hope that least 
one the vessels could taken, destroyed, and the enemy 
thereby weakened inconsiderable degree. The plan sug- 
gested and agreed upon was send boat expedition down 
the Vernon river the darkness the night, the boats 
allowed drift with the falling tide, avoid the noise 
oars rowing far possible, and the men composing 
the attacking party were well chosen and thoroughly drilled 
any emergency that might arise. The name the person 
from whom the proposition first came will all probability 
remain secret forever. The detail for the expedition was 
made Commodore William Wallace Hunter, and the infor- 
mation concerning the boats and their crews has already been 
given. Scouts had reported that one the vessels composing 
the blockaders, which proved the Water Witch, was 
usually anchored solitary position, and she was singled 
out for the attack. 


Early the morning the June, the news began 
spread throughout the City Savannah that expedition, 
planned the Confederate Navy officials, had, during the 
night just closed, made strong effort capture one the 
ships war then blockading the Georgia coast; that the at- 
tack had been stoutly and that not only the boat con- 
taining the leader the attacking party but all the others, 
save one, had been taken the enemy with the loss the 
life our leader and others. The news came from the crew 
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the escaped boat who believed all that they had reported. 
Sad countenances were seen everywhere, and doubt 
the truth the report was felt any one. But later 
the day the people heard different tale, and sad countenances 
gave way expressions joy, and words congratulation 
were exchanged all sides. the truth became known all 
rejoiced over the gallant and successful conduct that portion 
the little band Confederates who stood manfully the 
post duty, gaining victory which they had reason 
proud, little dreaming that few had turned back the 
belief that all had been lost. Mingled with the rejoicing, how- 
ever, was feeling grief that some had met death the 
hour victory, and that the brave leader himself had paid 
with his useful life for the glory which himself nobly 
helped win, but the celebration which could take 
part. 

And here, with the reader’s permission, the writer will 
change the form the narrative from the third the first 
person. had been among the first detailed from the 
headquarters the Signal Corps the camp instruction 
telegraphy, and early learned read messages sound. 
was then attached the headquarters General 
McLaws, before said, but that day was off duty. strolled 
into the office the Corps, the foot Lincoln Street, 
the Bay, get some sort supplies for office and was 
conversing with some comrades, when, suddenly, the 
call for the Savannah office sounded from the Beaulieu station, 
coupled with the startling words “Very Important”. were 
all (several being present) much agitated, and the officer 
charge, nodding me, said “Take down!” did not hesi- 
tate, and, calling brother member write, received and 
called out him the following: 

“Beaulieu, June 1864. 
“To Flag Officer Hunter, 
Savannah, Ga. 


“At m., the expedition got under way and 
formed two columns. Boats Nos. and composing 
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the port column, and the starboard column; Lieut. 
Thomas Pelot, commanding, with Assistant Engineer 
Caldwell, N., and Moses Dallas (colored) pilot, led 
boat Lieut. Price, with Master’s Mate Gray and Second As- 
sistant Engineer Fabian, No. Midshipman Minor, with 
Master’s Mate Freeman, boat No. Midshipman Trimble, 
boat No. Boatswain Seymour, with Master’s Mate Bar- 
clay, boat No. Master’s Mate Golder, with Assistant 
Surgeon Thomas, boat No. Master’s Mate Rostler, with 
Assistant Surgeon Jones, boat No. and proceeded with 
muffled oars the spot where supposed the enemy’s vessel 
be. arriving, found that she had either shifted her 
anchorage that had been mistaken her position. 
After searching vain till nearly daylight, Lieut. Pelot ordered 
Boatswain Seymour, with one man, remain Racoon Keys 
scouts, and the expedition return camp Beaulieu 
Battery. 


“On the next day (June 2), o’clock m., got under 
way and proceeded Racoon Keys, where took board 
our scouts, who reported that one the enemy’s vessels was 
lying Ossabaw Sound, about three miles from where were. 
After waiting there until midnight were ordered get 
under way and pull cautiously. The night being dark and 
rainy got close aboard her without being discovered. 
being hailed, Lieut. Pelot answered were ‘rebels’ and 
gave the order ‘board her’. The vessel having steam 
the time, soon the alarm was commenced turning 
her wheels backwards and forwards rapidly, thus thwarting 
the earnest efforts Boatswain Seymour and Master’s Mate 
Rostler get board with the entire boat’s crew. 


“The port column, led Lieut. Pelot, boarded the port 
side the starboard column, led Lieut. Price, boarded the 
starboard side. coming alongside, the enemy’s fire with small 
arms was quite severe; fact was during that time, and 
while the boarding netting, which was triced up, was being cut 
through, that the most our loss killed and wounded was 
After sharp hand-to-hand fight some ten 
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minutes, the ship was taken. Lieut. Pelot was the first 
gain the deck, and while bravely fighting was shot and instantly 
killed. his death the country has lost brave and gallant 
officer, and society one her highest ornaments. 

“The command then devolved upon me, and proceeded 
forthwith vessel from the position she was then 
avoid recapture the enemy. Our pilot having been 
killed before the boats reached the side the ship, sought 
for the enemy’s pilot and found that was too badly wounded 
assist me, but finally procured one the quartermasters, 
whom compelled pilot the upper end Racoon 
Key, where, the top high water, the ship grounded. then 
found necessary lighten her, which did throwing 
overboard some barrels beef and pork, few coils hemp 
rigging, the remainder the chain, which had slipped 
soon took the vessel, and lowering two the guns 
the boats. getting ashore immediately landed the killed, 
wounded and prisoners Beaulieu Battery. 
m., having the meantime obtained pilot from the shore, 
succeeded getting off and anchored her o’clock m., 
under the guns Beaulieu Battery above the obstructions 
when Lieut. N., your order, arrived 
board and assumed command. 

“Tn the darkness and confusion board was impossible 
for observe each and every man; but will state, with 
pride, every one, officers and men, did their duty most gal- 
lantly. would state, however, that owe life 
Davis, ordinary seaman the steamer Savannah, 
having cut down every opponent when was sorely pressed 
them. 

“Boatswain’s Mate Perry, the steamer Sampson, ren- 
dered most valuable assistance lightening the vessel and 
general duties board. The former, although severely 
wounded, remained deck long could.” 

The report was signed Lieutenant Joseph Price. 

The night was dark and stormy, and while the conflict was 
raging flashes lightning occasionally enabled the fighters 
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determine how act. Two the officers the Water Witch, 
Commander Pendergrast and Master Charles Buck, their 
reports charged the officer the deck, Parsons, with 
taking refuge below deck. has been stated that the two 
commanders, Pelot and Pendergrast, came face face and 
actually crossed swords. seen officer Price’s report, 
the death Pelot did not cause any confusion, bring about 
any hitch the plans previously mapped out, completely 
were they prepared. The Federal reports commended the 
the manner which the affair was planned 
and carried out. The casualties the Confederate side were: 
Lieut. Thomas Pelot, Gunner Pat Lotin, Seamen 
Jones, James Stapleton, Crosby and Pilot Moses Dallas. 
Wounded: Lieutenant Joseph Price, Midshipman Minor, Boat- 
swain Seymour, Surgeon’s Steward Harley, and 
Williams, King, and Champion. The Federals 
lost two killed and twelve were wounded. 


most interesting incident connection with this matter 
the part borne the colored man, Moses Dallas. was 
pilot, skilled his business,-and held the highest esteem 
all who were connected with the little naval 
about Savannah. That was reliable and well thought 
shown the following extract from letter written June 
Webb, which, after authorizing the placing Pilot James 
Fleetwood the same footing other pilots employed 
Webb, added: “Your action increasing the pay Moses 
Dallas, colored pilot, from $80.00 $100.00 hereby ap- 
proved”. 

General Sam Jones, the 4th June, telegraphed from 
Charleston Cooper, Richmond, “Night before 
last the gunboat Water Witch, four guns, was cap- 
tured, after sharp fight, Ossabaw Sound, naval party, 
organized Commodore (Official Records the 
Union and Confederate Armies, series vol. 35, part 
404.) the second part the volume just quoted, page 116, 
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will found letter from Brig. Gen. Jno. Hatch, Hilton 
Head, June Asst. Adjt. Gen’l Burgen, Wash- 
ington, containing this request: you please call the at- 
tention the General Commanding the necessity in- 
creased naval force Calibogue Sound, since the capture 
the rebels the Water The appendix the Annual 
Report Secretary the Navy Welles for 1864, dated 
December contains the reports all the officials who 
were required make them this subject. Rear Admiral 
Dahlgren made two reports, Lieutenant-Commander 
Austin Pendergrast, the Water Witch, two(one written from 
Savannah while was prisoner, courtesy the Confed- 
erate authorities), Acting Masters Lewis West and Chas. 
Buck, Lieutenant-Commander Stone, Acting Assistant 
Surgeon Pierson, and Volunteer Lieutenant Wm. 
Kennington, two. The first these interesting coming 
from the enemy’s side that here given full: 


From the Official Records the Union and Confederate 
Armies, Series Vol. Part II, Pages 137-138. 


Flag Steamer Philadelphia, 
Off Morris Island, C., June 17, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. Foster, 
Commanding Department the South: 


General: attention has been drawn the inclosed 
article, purporting have been written correspondent 
Hilton Head. asserted therein that the only person 
who escaped from the Water Witch gives information that not 
shot was fired defense. Now, the fact that the person 
alluded makes such statement, but just the reverse. 
says that there was hard fighting for half hour, and that 
noticed the captain (Pendergrast) three times the quarter- 
deck encouraging his men, who were fighting briskly. also 
says that the rebels came all sides. was also known 
that the Savannah papers admitted loss men killed and 
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wounded. The same article equally wide the truth 
stating that the Water Witch was 1,300 tons and carried 
three 100-pounders and three 12-pounders, and was one 
the fleetest and most valuable vessels for blockade the 
squadron. The Water Witch was small steamer 378 tons 
and carried only one 30-pounder and three pounders, such 
are used boats. Her full crew only amounted men, 
and this small number she was men short when taken, 
which would not have been the case the quota men ex- 
pected from the troops this department had been 
whereas not man was received until you took command, 
and now only this date, which will not begin fill defi- 
ciencies. She was convenient vessel account her 
draught, less than feet, but absurd speak 
her fast valuable vessel. She was moderate speed, 
probably not nine knots, and was only account compari- 
son with other vessels that have steam. Her trifling arma- 
ment and number men gave her little importance. 


Whatever want vigilance may have existed, all the in- 
formation have goes show that was redeemed 
sharp resistance against numbers. The official rebel 
report which has reached here states that the fighting was 
hard. 


hope that the writer the notice may called account 
for these statements. They are untrue and unjust the char- 
acter the commander, officers and crew the Water Witch, 
who, being prisoners, are unable say anything their own 
coming, too, from persons within the military juris- 
diction, they far receive sanction 
feelings between the two services. 


have the honor be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 
DAHLGREN, 


Com ig. South Blockading 
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seems proper state here that “the only person who 
escaped from the Water Witch”, referred the foregoing, 
was “contraband” named Peter 


strange that Admiral Dahlgren, while, like all the 
other interested persons sorely felt the loss the little 
steamer, after her capture changed his estimate her value 
and speed. Before her loss the United States there seems 
have been doubt that she was favorite because her 
“speed and That her loss was considered great 
misfortune may gathered from the many references her 
all the writers, but brought out with stronger em- 
phasis the following instructions contained order 
from Acting Rear Admiral Lee, June 23, 1864, Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Babcock, regarding operations the Pa- 
munkey river: “Be vigilant all times against surprise from 
the enemy’s boats. The recent capture the Water Witch, 
which had the usual boarding nettings up, impresses the neces- 
sity having wire nettings and wire ridge ropes for them, 
used the Potomac Flotilla, and these you are authorized 
require for your permanent vessels. Single vessels are very 
subject assault”. (Naval War Records, series vol. 10, 


198.) 


Commodore Daniel Ammen, his book, “The Atlantic 
Coast” (page 149), forming the volume the series 
“The Navy the Civil War,” thus writes this 


“On June 1864, the Water Witch, Commander Pender- 
grast, blockading Ossabaw Sound, was boarded and cap- 
tured, only one man “contraband”) escaping. Seven cotton 
barges, carrying 150 men, approached the vessel, the night 
being dark and squally they were, fact, alongside almost 
soon discovered, and although boarding nettings were up, 
the vessel soon became prize. The Water Witch lost man 
killed, wounded, and missing. The Confederates lost 
their leader, Lieutenant Pelot their navy, killed, 
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will now leave off any further accounts the capture 
the vessel. The reports are nearly all alike, with minor 
variations, none them sufficient importance repeat. 
have given the facts hand regard the career 
Liuetenant Pelot. proper, then, close this article with 
extracts from writers who can furnish information relation 
the experience during his connection with the Navy 
Commander Austin Pendergrast. 


The Water Witch was commanded Austin 
who, the time her capture, have seen (as learn 
{rom book compiled Lewis Hammersly, the 
Marine Corps, and published Lippincott Co., 
Philadelphia, 1870, giving “The Records Living Officers 
the Navy and Marine Corps; with History Naval 
Operations During the Rebellion 1861-5”), was appointed 
the Naval Academy from Kentucky. Before entering, 
was attached razee Independence, the Mediterranean 
squadron, then the frigate Columbia, the home squadron, 
and his term the Academy began 1854, and, passed 
midshipman, was transferred the Coast Survey the same 
year. Promoted from time time, held position the 
frigate Congress the time she was sunk the Confederate 
ram Merrimac, taking command when, during the engagement, 
Lieut. Joseph Smith was killed. was commissioned 
lieutenant-commander July 16, 1862, and commanded the 
Water Witch, the South Atlantic blockading squadron, from 
that time until she was captured party Confederates, 
led Lieut. Thomas Pelot, Ossabaw Sound, the night 
June 1864. The author from whom the facts just given 
are taken falsely states that the Confederate attacking party 
was large body rebels”. 

the part taken Lieutenant Pendergrast the 
sinking the frigate Congress the Confederate ram Mer- 
rimac, referred the preceding paragraph, give the fol- 
following extracts from “Recollections Naval Officer” 
Captain Parker, the Confederate States Navy, who 
commanded the Beaufort that time. Before quoting from 
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Parker, however, let make this statement: After the death 
Lieutenant Joseph Smith, the Congress, and her colors 
were struck, Lieutenant Parker was ordered the ship 
receive her surrender, and this incident President Jefferson 
Davis, his “Rise and Fall the Confederate Government”, 
vol. 11, page 198, says: “The flag the ship and the sword 
its then comander were delivered Lieutenant Parker, 
whom they were subsequently sent the Navy Department 
Richmond”. The words Parker now follow: 


“At midnight the Congress blew up. According the 
report Lieutenant Pendergrast she had been fire from 
the beginning the action; and Medical Director Shippen, 
who from his station would likely know, says: ‘We 
were fire the sick bay, the main hold, and under the 
ward room near the after magazine. Some these fires were 
extinguished, but the most dangerous one, that near the after 
magazine, was never extinguished, and was the cause the 
explosion, which, during the following night, blew the ship 


999 


pieces’”. (“Recollections Naval Officer”, 259.) 
Again, have this statement Parker: 


“Upon reporting the facts relation Captain Smith 
and Lieutenant Pendergrast question was raised 
whether they were not prisoners parole. Questions the 
kind were crudely treated our Navy Department. The 
Secretary himself was ignorant naval laws, customs and 
and his immediate advisers were the same cate- 
gory. The older officers who had served the war 1812, 
and whose experience gave them knowledge such mat- 
ters, were not consulted him. Those about the Secretary 
were men who had not seen much service war. was held 
that Smith and Pendergrast had escaped, and should either 
deliver themselves refuse serve until regularly ex- 
changed, the contrary, insisted that they were not bound 
so. They had been prisoners, true—so had every 
officer and man the Congress been; but left them, and 
after the Beaufort left the side the Congress they had 
opportunity getting back her and they escaped the 
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shore the others did. The officers and men the Con- 
federate man-of-war Alabama escaped, after her capture 
the ship Kearsarge, under precisely the same circum- 
stances—the enemy failed take possession them. 


“Some time after, when Pendergrast was unfortunate 
enough captured the Water Witch, question was 
raised Savannah, where had been taken, his conduct 
reference the Congress affair. immediately wrote 
Commodore Tattnall, commanding the station, completely ex- 
onerating him from any improper conduct 
that occasion. 


justified his action every particular. Commodore 
Barron was prisoner the time, and had held Captain 
Smith could have been exchanged for him; but have said, 
did not know was Captain Smith; not expecting see 


senior officer the lieutenant, who said commanded the 
ship. one regretted more than did that the result could 
not have been different; but should have permitted him 
return the Congress, under the circumstances, had 
combined himself the entire Smith family”. (“Recollections 
Naval pp. 269-270). 


The Water Witch was, Scharf says, “enrolled the 
Confederate naval force,” but her loss the enemy was one 
those incidents which caused more than ordinary bitterness, 
and, for fear that she might some time slip out and some 
damage her former owners, care was taken have 
close watch set upon her, and she was never able evade 
the vigilance the blockaders, and she was consequently 
service her captors. She was destroyed the time 
Sherman took possession Savannah. Pendergrast was tried 
court-martial, found guilty culpable inefficiency the 
discharge duty, not taking necessary precautions save 
the vessel from surprise attack, and suffered the penalty 
recommended his case the court trying him. 


THE GEORGIA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 


Georgia Historical Society, Eightieth Annual Meeting 
Savannah, Ga., February 18, 
The eightieth annual meeting Georgia Historical Society 


was held Hodgson Hall this day 8:30 


Mr. William Mackall, the president, presided, and 


Charles Groves, the secretary, acted secretary the 
meeting. 


READING MINUTES. 


The Minutes the seventy-ninth annual meeting, held 
February 12, 1918, were read and confirmed. 


THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 


The president read his annual report. 


REPORTS OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES. 


Secretary-Treasurer—The report the Secretary-Treas- 
urer showing the condition the finances, covering period for 
twelve months ended January 31, 1919, was read. also 
submitted report showing the number different classes 
members, with comparison the number members 
the rolls the society the same time last year. Treas- 
urer Telfair Trust Fund read report covering the 
financial operations the Telfair Academy Arts and Scien- 


ces during the past year. All these reports were ordered 


Telfair Academy—Mr. Alexander Lawton, Chairman 
the Managing Committee Telfair Academy Arts and 
Sciences, presented the annual report for the committee. 
deals with attendance, acquisitions and exhibitions, finances, 
printing new catalogues, and the death Abraham Mon- 
gin, janitor for the Academy for years. respect Mon- 
gin the society approved the recommendation the commit- 
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tee that the society arrange place his grave suitable 
headstone recording his faithful service. The report was 
ordered received and filed. 


Finance Committee—The report the Finance Commit- 
tee was submitted its chairman, Mr. Florance Minis. 
action was taken the recommendation that the society 
authorize the treasurer withdraw from the savings account 
the Permanent Fund sufficient amount cur- 
rent expenses case collection dues could not made 
promptly. The report was ordered received. 


Librarian—Mr. William Harden reported librarian, 
also did render report chairman the Committee 
Printing and Publishing. These reports were ordered re- 
ceived. 


Corresponding Secretary—As Corresponding Secretary Mr. 
Otis Ashmore stibmitted report, which was ordered received. 


Committee Library—The Chairman the Committee 
Library, Mr. Otis Ashmore, submitted the annual report 
for the committee. was ordered received. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Applications for membership were received from Mrs. 
Walter Wilson and Capt. Bloodworth. both Savan- 
nah. unanimous consent the rules were suspended and the 
secretary was authorized cast the ballot for their election. 


This was done, and they were declared active members the 
society. 


DEATH SAMUEL GREEN, HONORARY 
MEMBER. 


Mr. William Harden brought the attention the meet- 
ing the death one the honorary members the society, 
Samuel Green, Massachusetts, who died Groton 
December 1918. 
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ELECTION FIVE CURATORS. 


Mr. Mackall, the president, announced that the next order 
business was the election five curators succeed Messrs. 
Otis Ashmore, DeRenne, Goetchius, DuPont 
Guerry and Alexander Lawton, whose terms would expire 
with this and passing this business Mr. Mackall 
stated the meeting what had previously made known 
the curators, namely, that account his long and frequent 
absences from Savannah would not permit his name 
considered for re-election and that the question 
selecting another president would one the duties 
the Board Curators. 

The following named gentlemen were proposed cura- 
tors, voted upon, and declared unanimously elected curators 
the society serve until 1922: 


MR. OTIS ASHMORE. 

MR. DERENNE. 

MR. GOETCHIUS. 

MR. DuPONT GUERRY. 

MR. ALEXANDER LAWTON, 
Adjourned. 


CHARLES GROVES, Secretarv. 


Telfair Academy Arts and 
Report Managing Committee 


Savannah, Ga., 12, 
the Georgia Historical 
The Managing Committee the Telfair Academy Arts 
and Sciences submits its annual report for the year ending 
February Ist. 


ATTENDANCE. 


The attendance for the year has been 4,974 against 6,701 
for the preceding year, and 12,529 for the year ended February 
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12, 1917. Attention was called the last annual report the 
fact that the 1916-17 attendance was abnormally large 
account the Melchers exhibit and other exhibits. The fall- 
ing off attendance against last year attributable war 
conditions. 


ACQUISITIONS AND EXHIBITS. 


There were acquisitions and exhibits during the year. 
With the approval the Board Curators the Managing 
Committee carried out policy inactivity while the country 
was war, making the Academy free debt. and accumu- 
lating surplus, with view the possibility some time 
the future having hand sufficient funds acquire one 
more objects art greater market value than those which 
have heretofore been within our reach. are now without 
expert art adviser. have excellent and creditable 
collection, and nothing can lost waiting until, from the 
standpoint both finances and expert advice, are able 
add with intelligent discrimination. 


There are now this country many interesting exhibits 
war pictures both American and foreign artists. The 
committee making inquiries and will lose opportunity 
so. 


Mrs. Thomas Bowles, Baltimore, wishes place 
the Academy, her own risk, the portrait Mr. Bowles, 
Gari Melchers. are more than glad receive it, and this 
valuable addition will soon our walls. 


FINANCES. 


During the year finally paid full, principal and in- 
terest, the $1,500 loan made several years ago the Georgia 
Historical Society, and the Academy now free debt. 
purchased $1,000 Fourth Liberty Loan Bond. and cost 
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$842 War Savings Certificates having maturity value 
$1,000. 
Cash balance February $3,273.78 
Fourth Liberty Loan 1,000.00 
War Savings 


Total cash and available 5,115.78 
Cash balance Feb. 


Add decrease 


Year’s increase net current 3,035.03 


The annual report the Treasurer submitted. and shows 
details. 


renewing the burglar and fire alarm service were 
compelled contract increased price. The annual 
from May 13, 1918, $180 per annum. The service essen- 
tial and believed worth its price. 


FAITHFUL SERVANT. 


appropriate that the committee should record the death 
January 25, 1919, Abraham Mongin, the negro janitor 
who had served the Academy for years. was conscien- 
tious, trustworthy, diligent and efficient. and will diffi- 
cult fill his place. The placing his grave suitable 
headstone recording his faithful service suggested for your 
consideration. 


CATALOGUES. 


The supply catalogues exhausted. new edition 
1,500 catalogues similar the last now being printed 


Respectfully submitted for the committee, 
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Georgia Historical Meeting 
Board Curators 


Savannah, Ga., Februarv 21, 1919. 


Pursuant action taken the informal meeting the 
Board Curators February 18th, special meeting the 
Board Curators Georgia Historical Societv was held 


Telfair Academy 4:30 this day, for the purpose 
electing officers. 


Present: Mr. Otis Ashmore, Mr. Cunningham, Jr., 
Mr. Wymberley DeRenne, Mr. William Gordon, Mr. 
Alexander Lawton, Mr. Benjamin Levy, Mr. William 


Mackall, Mr. Florance Minis, Mr. William William- 
son. 


Absent: Dr. Thomas Charlton, Mr. Charles Ellis, Mr. 
Lawton Evans, Mr. Goetchius, Mr. Alexander 
King, Mr. DuPont Guerry. 


Mr. Mackall took the chair and Charles Groves acted 
secretary the meeting. 


Mr. Mackall announced that the object the meeting was 
for the purpose electing officers, and, vacating the chair, 
Mr. Ashmore was asked preside, after which Mr. Mackall 
nominated Mr. Alexander Lawton for the presidency the 
society. The nomination was seconded, and Mr. Lawton 
was unanimously elected President Georgia Historical 
Society. The following officers were also elected serve until 

the next annual meeting until election their 
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ASHMORE Corresponding Secretary 
Secretary and Treasurer 
HARDEN Librarian and Editor 


CHARLES GROVES, 
Treasurer Telfair Trust Fund. 


Mr. Lawton took the chair and presided over the meeting 
its conclusion. stated that was deeply interested 
the Society and would put forth his best efforts accomplish 
results. his remarks touched upon the publication the 
Quarterly, the condition the finances and the matter in- 
the membership. meet the demands made upon the 
treasury stated that more active members should put 
the rolls, and that recommended addition the standing 
committees active and large Committee Membership. 
meeting approved his recomendation. said would 
aefer the appointment this committee, well the stand- 
ing committees, until could give the subject further con- 
sideration. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


Announcement was made that applications for active mem- 
bership had been received from Mr. and Mrs. Harden, 
118 West Huntingdon street. was moved that the rules 
suspended and that the secretary authorized cast the vote 
for the election Mr. and Mrs. Harden. This was done, 
and they were declared unanimously elected. 


Adjourned. 


true copy: 


Cuas. Groves, Secretary. 
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Queries and Answers 


give me, possible, the true date 
the departure the steamship Savannah from the port 
Savannah, her memorable trip across the Atlantic. 


Until recently was supposed that the Savannah left the 
city the May, 1819; but the statement her log- 
book, which has lately appeared print, gives the 22d the 
date. Notwithstanding this, there still some doubt this 
point, and will here present the facts recorded the 
time, well certain other items interest this connec- 
tion: 

The Columbian Museum and Savannah Daily 
that period, carried the following items: 

Wednesday, May Liverpool—The Steamship 
Savannah, Capt. Rodgers, will, without fail, proceed for Liver- 
pool direct tomorrow. Passengers, any offer, can ac- 
commodated. 

Thursday, May 20.—An advertisement announcing that 
the Savannah would sail that day. 

Friday, May Savannah, Rodgers, 
St. Petersburgh, Russia. 

Monday, May 24.—The Steamship Savannah left this port 
Saturday morning last for St. Petersburgh via Liverpool. 
(Saturday was the 22nd). 

Tuesday, May 25.—Memoranda. 

The Steamship Savannah, Rodgers, left Tybee yesterday 
morning (24th) for St. Petersburgh. (The Georgian the 
same date had the same news. 

Tuesday, June 15.—Memoranda. 


The Steamship Savannah. Captain Brown, the Schooner 
Union, who arrived New York the 4th inst., from Ma- 
deira, spoke the 30th May, lat. 38:30, long. 68, the 
Steamship Savannah from this port bound Liverpool with 
all sails set, and machinery motion. 
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vessel sailed expected hear that she would some 
amusement her passage. The Schooner Peace and Plenty 
arrived New York, from St. Domingo, reports that the 
28th May, lat. 27:30, long. 70, saw steam vessel which, 
when first seen, they supposed ship fire. They 
immediately bore away, render relief, but soon found their 
mistake, the vessel, the help her sails and machinery. 
was soon out sight. —N. Com. Adv., inst. 

Thursday, July 


“The Steamship Savannah was spoken the ship Canton, 
arrived New York, from Liverpool, the 5th June, 
lat. 43:30, days out. 

The following are items taken from the Savannah Georgian: 

Saturday, June 26—Steamship again! The ship Plato, 
Gardner, arrived Baltimore the 17th inst., days from 
“spoke and passed the elegant steamship Savannah” 
the 2nd June, lat. 42, long. 59, days out from this 
port. She passed the Plato the rate knots, and 
Capt. Rodgers informed him that she worked remarkably 
well. The Plato gave her three cheers, and she returned the 
compliment. Success her. 

From the Georgian, Thursday, Aug. 19, 1819: 

Steamship British brig Higson (arrived 
Norfolk the 8th inst.) brings the intelligence the 
arrival the Steamship Savannah Kinsale days from 
this port. inquiry found that she did not leave Tybee 
until the evening the 25th May—so she arrived 
Kinsale the 13th June, her passage will only have been 
instead days. See foreign news. 


LATEST FROM EUROPE. 


From correspondent the Char. City Gaz., Norfolk, Aug. 
10.—I have received shipping list this arrival but 
article great importance the steam world, (if may 
use the expression) contained the Cork paper the 19th 
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June—it less than the arrival Kinsale days 
the Steamship Savannah, from Savannah, laden with cotton 
and passengers, she put for supplies, would remain day 
two and then proceeded for Liverpool. Previous her 
putting she was chased cutter under the impression 
that she was fire. further particulars are stated. 


From the Georgian, Tuesday, Aug. 31, 1819: 


Extract letter from Liverpool gentleman this 
city—“The Steamship Savannah arrived few days ago, 
the great astonishment the people this city. She came 
without sails and was much admired. John Bull cannot 
bear the idea that Jonathan should the first sail 
Atlantic, the operation steam—but now too 
evident denied. will not like some our scientific 
discoveries, the origin which have been denied our 
people, and attempts made even philosophers rob 
our infant fame. The report current here that this ship 
commanded brother Commodore Rodgers, and 
intended present from our government the Emperor 
Alexander and from this wise suggestion the politicians the 
day have augured much importance, “secret ambition” 
covered hostility the commerce Great Britain. 


The Museum and Savannah Gazatte Wed- 
nesday, Dec. 1819, mentioned the arrival the Savannah, 
from St. Petersburgh, the evening before, days, adding 
that she brought news. 


Editors’ Notes 


With this number the Quarterly enters upon its third 
year with bright prospects for successful career. have 
received many letters congratulation from readers the 
two preceding volumes, which the writers have expressed 
the hope that the Society may keep its publication for 


- 
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indefinite period. ask, then, that our members and sub- 


scribers encourage our work with their hearty support 
and assistance. 


The year 1919 marks the one hundredth anniversary 
several events peculiar interest and importance the 
people the State Georgia. Among these the completion 
the Steamship Savannah, the first vessel propelled steam 
cross the Atlantic. That vessel reached the city Savannah 
the month April, was visited President Monroe, who 
was guest the city the time she was preparing for her 
experimental voyage, and began the trip the month May. 


While the Savannah was moored her dock, the object 
wonder and curiosity many, the finishing touches were given 
that much admired house worship, the Independent 
Presbyterian Church, and was solemnly dedicated its 
beloved pastor and scholarly preacher the Gospel, the 
Reverend Henry Kollock, D., the 9th May, the 
President the United States, James Monroe, being present. 
Dr. Kollock was remarkable man, and one the most 
highly respected and honored citizens who ever made home 
Savannah; and any facts connection with his life here 
must acceptable all Georgians. the annual meeting 
the Georgia Historical Society, February, 1879, the desk 
which used daily was presented that Society its then 
owner, General Henry Wayne, letter which contained 
some interesting facts. the centennial the building 
local character, the letter accompanying the desk, still the 
Society’s possession, here 


Savannah, Ga., February 15, 1879. 
General Henry Jackson, President Georgia Historica! 
Society, Savannah: 
Dear General have had possession for more 
than forty years the rosewood brass bound writing desk 
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(portable) the Rev. Henry Kollock, first pastor the 
Independent Presbyterian Church, corner South Broad and 
Bull Streets, this city. Dr. Kollock procured this desk 
England, when sent over there business connected with 
the Presbyterian Church, and used daily from that time 
his death. rested, remember, upon table, open, his 
small study, west and opening from his dining-room, which 
was the northeast room the dwelling the west side 
Wright square, corner York street, opposite the court 
house, and now occupied the widow and family the late 
Dr. Kollock. this desk Dr. Kollock, was told 
grandmother, his widow (he was her second 
wrote his sermons. After his death grandmother kept the 
desk daily use her bedroom, until short time before her 
death, when she had put order and gave me, with 
two quill pens, brown with ink and age, that Dr. Kollock had 
used, and which she lovingly cherished. The quills have dis- 
appeared the course time, but the desk identically the 
same all respects used Dr. Kollock, except the glass 
silver-topped ink and sand boxes, and the name-plate, which, 
having fallen out, grandmother replaced with another 
which she had name cut. 


Dr. Kollock’s life and reputation being identified with 
Savannah and its Independent Presbyterian Church, the most 
perfect specimen ecclesiastical architecture (of Saxon 
order) the city, know more fitting custodian the 
future his writing desk, the inanimate companion his 
studies and compositions, than our Historical Society, 
will accept the trust which now tender the society through 
you. 

personal reminiscences Dr. Kollock were few, but 
were vividly impressed upon mind their nature 
have always remained with fresh and distinct. himself, 
have shadowy vision before portly figure attired 
the clerical black dress that day, long cut-away coat and 
vest, knee breeches, silk stockings, shoes and silver buckles 
surmounted neat white neck-tie, and florid, kindly face. 
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But the circumstances his death are clear mind 
today the time their occurrence. 


Awaiting the completion his new house, then being built 
the corner Bull and South Broad, now the possession 
Mrs. Gordon, father occupied with Dr. Kollock 
the house Wright square already mentioned. 


father and mother had the north bedroom, sister 
sleeping crib their bedside, while slept crib 
the bedside grandfather (step) and grandmother 
Kollock, the south bedroom, over the withdrawing room. 


One morning Dr. Kollock, having risen and seated himself 
the south window shave, was looking him, interested 
the process, his hand fell, and grandmother, shrieking, 
jumped out bed and ran him. father and mother ran 
in. saw father take the razor from Dr. Kollock’s hand 
and lift him up, when was snatched and carried out the 
room. Next, remember people coming and going out 
the house crying. Escaping from the dining-room, toddled 
upstairs, and through grandmother’s room into the little 
leading out it, west, where wondered see 
grandfather lying low pallet, very white, plate salt 
his breast, silver pieces his eyes and his hands folded 
over his body. could not understand it, and, while calling 
him, lady came with young girl, fourteen fifteen 
years age. The lady was crying, and the young girl, 
soon she saw grandfather, threw herself her knees 
his side burst grief. wondered the more, and with 
new sensation the mass light brown hair that fell from 
the young girl’s head below her waist, completely enveloping 
her person. Was she fairy girl? gaze was fixed 
upon her hair, when some one picked and carried 
off. The two, learned subsequently, when speaking 
after years mother, were Mrs. and her daughter, Miss 
Mary 


These are only personal recollections Dr. Kollock, 
but have heard much him from mother, who was. 
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devotedly attached him, and was his companion many 
his studies. 


She describes him very methodical, preaching only one 
written sermon Sundays, the morning, and tempore 
the afternoon, from prepared notes. Monday morning, 
after breakfast, went the bank for small change, and 
devoted Monday and Tuesday visiting the poor and the 
sick. Wednesday and Thursday went ’round among 
the wealthier members his congregation. Friday and Sat- 
urday were devoted writing his sermon and preparing his 
notes for the coming Sunday. His evenings were given 
social intercourse with his friends his own house, 
and accidental religious services and calls. course 
know nothing his preaching, but told those who 
heard him that natural gift eloquence added 
highly cultivated thought and refined manner. died young 
little over forty, recollect aright—and must have been 
man unusual attainments that scholarly age have 
won the devoted affection his people and the high reputation 
that adorns his memory. 


excuse for this trespass upon your time will found 
the attachment the memory one who, though not 
ancestor, have been taught love and reverence one. 


HENRY WAYNE. 
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